
MAY 2005 

 
 

NWS NAME CHANGE REJECTED AS A RESULT 
OF INTENSIVE NWSEO LOBBYING  

 
Stop answering the phones,  

“NOAA’s National Weather Service!” 
 
 The Department of Commerce has withdrawn its request to change the 
name of the National Weather Service to “NOAA’s National Weather 
Service” in the face of Congressional opposition initiated by intense 
NWSEO lobbying efforts.  
 

Earlier this year, NOAA asked for authority from the Appropriations 
Committees to change the NWS’ name in a reprogramming request. 
NWSEO leaders met with Committee members and their staff and explained 
how the name change would cause public confusion, and that NOAA was 
attempting to change the name of the NWS as a subterfuge that would allow 
it to raid NWS’ appropriations.  Congressional leaders communicated their 
displeasure with the proposed name change to DOC, and the proposal was 
recently withdrawn.  
 
 On May 10, House Appropriations Subcommittee Chair Frank Wolf 
wrote to Commerce Assistant Secretary Otto Wolf to confirm that DOC was 
withdrawing the name change. Rep. Wolf wrote: 
 
 “The Committee understands that the Department does not intend to 
pursue the proposal to add the preface “NOAA’s” to the official name for 
each line office . . . The Committee agrees that these changes are 
unnecessary and that renaming could lead to confusion among users of long-
standing programs and services with substantial name recognition.”  
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 Rep. Alan Mollohan, the ranking Democrat on the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee that oversees the Department of Commerce, 
has also been a particularly outspoken opponent of the name change. 
Congressman Mollohan met with a dozen NWSEO leaders, and rank and file 
members, over breakfast on April 21 to discuss the issue of the name change 
and funding levels for the NWS. 
 
 “It was only through the hard work of many of our members who 
came to Washington to meet Members of Congress and their staff that this 
bad idea was finally put to rest. We thank all those involved.” said Paul 
Greaves, NWSEO President. 
 
 






