
Today’s date 

Dear (Name of State Senator or Representative), 

I am asking you to vote against the catastrophic cuts to the National Weather Service in HR 1. This year’s 

funding for the NWS will be cut by 28 percent if the Continuing Resolution proposed by the House 

majority is enacted. This move will have devastating effects on the National Weather Service and their 

mission to save lives and property.  

Reduced staffing at Weather Forecast Offices and River Forecast Centers will result in incomplete 

forecast production which could prove disastrous in a significant weather event. Even in the best of cases, 

it will still mean incomplete forecast production at WFOs that have major product workloads for aviation, 

marine, tropical and public services.   

This is going to have a negative impact on the economy and on almost every aspect of our daily lives. 

There will be a large scale economic impact on aviation, agriculture, and the cost shipping food and 

other products. 

Service backup of 24 Weather Forecasting Offices has never been tested and runs a very significant risk 

of a missed tornado, flood or severe weather warning. It is risking lives at the onset of both tornadoes 

and hurricane season. This is also doubling the area of responsibility for operations and adds the risk of 

degraded service delivery. 

The National Hurricane Center is not immune to these cuts as furloughs and staffing cuts will add strain 
to the program. The Hurricane Hunter Jet, which provides lifesaving data and helps determine a 
hurricane’s path, could also be eliminated.  
 

Information that is vital for weather modeling and accurate tornado watches and warnings will be 

reduced and in some cases lost. Reduced upper air observations currently made twice a day could be 

reduced to once every other day. Buoy and surface weather observations, the backbone of most of the 

weather and warning systems, may be temporarily or permanently discontinued.  

Recent advances in aviation weather forecasting have resulted in as much as a 50 percent reduction in 

weather related flight delays. Unfortunately, these improvements are also on the chopping block as the 

money to fund the programs will be discontinued.  

For the safety of our citizens, the protection of property, and the large scale economic impact on 

aviation, agriculture, and commerce, I am asking you to vote against the catastrophic cuts to the 

National Weather Service in HR 1. 

Sincerely, 
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